Statement to Europa Nostra

-----------------------------------------short-----------------------------------
Ladies and gentlemen, dear defenders of the european heritage,

1

I have to speak to you on behalf of a french association Ardocc which has been admitted in Europa Nostra recently following a proposition of the Europeans institutions Parliament and Commission . 

ARDOCC stands for Association for the Restoration of the dungeon  of Coucy le Château, a long title but a very restricted and limited subject which as it concentrates the best and the worst of Europe  must therefore be present at this general assembly.

Europa Nostra  is the core of many preoccupations ; culture, heritage, what we have in common , what can be done to reinforce solidarity, activity, comfort , peace and confidence in the future 

Ardocc founded in 1987 has the same targets by promoting the restauration of the strongest dungeon ot all times which rest in ruin following the WW1 and the order to maintain the state of ruin to show the barbary of the german people to the future generation . 

2

I does not come here, one thousand km away from Picardy, empty handed. I have a beautiful thing to show whitch just return back home in its native country as it has been made in north Tschequia circa 1910. Precisely in Decin or Bodenbach by a famous Potter Wilhelm schiller and sohn.   

3 Coucy seen to from the sky  until a century!

After an attentive earing  of the french minister of culture  in 1991 ;

 nothing followed . 

4

It was only in 2019 that we had obtained a letter of the ministry of culture stating that the reconstruction of the dungeon will be on cultural, architectural, historical, even diplomatical matters  a   project of indeniable interest  and scope !.

5

The corporate purpose of the Ardocc was however simple and undemanding
- Purpose of the Association.-*
"After more than fifty years of such a fruitful union between our two countries, which are the main pillars of a Europe in the making, the A.R.D.O.C.C asks that this pile of stones be finally cleared by preserving and classifying the many recoverable facing stones in view of a possible partial or total reconstruction and this so that this colossal Martyr Donjon, symbol of hatred since one thousand nine hundred eighteen, is highlighted and becomes the symbol of Franco-German, European and world reconciliation, since the conflict of fourteen- eighteen spawned two world wars."

 After 2019 ,  once again , nothing followed.
7

Otherwise threats of degradations of the environment and existing equipment
Ardocc for the preservation of our common heritage has to alert , shout and yell before your assembly

That is as much necessary and opportune that the inhabitans of the neighbouring country are very worried . 

8

Ardocc for many decades claim for solution of the tragical situation but French administration  stay  deaf and mute 
9

WHY deaf and mute?

.Because of a piece of paper you can read on the screen.

"Keep the castle in ruins to show future generations the barbarism of the German people." The sponsor of this act was a high senator who became President of the Republic and that is why this act has become difficult to throw away, 

Hard to extract from the dogma  of french republican values.

 It is absolutely in contradiction with all the policies carried out since 1945 , but stay as strong as  ruins and stubbornness.  

An inventory of all the actions carried out by Ardocc would take hours to relate and it would only be a waste of time because they did not result in concrete success

10

and yet, whatever it is, we believe in the existence of solution  .
All members of Europe Nostra bear certainly the same conviction. We have  had to be a tool for peace and reconciliation 

A good and easy solution could be this  one :
That Europa nostra makes a purchase offer to France for the castle at a symbolic price as Alsace did for the Château du Haut koenigsburg.

The Germans and the French will thus emerge   from the nightmare created by the state of ruin,   !
Let's place Europa above the French and German states and the message of hate will be erased.
This can be done in the form of an  amphytheotic lease for 99 years, or long term lease,  which is possible according to French and even international laws as has been in force for the Suez Canal and Hong kong. . Any kind of new ownership with or without a formal title deed will end the message of hatred for the next generations .

There is no doubt that having become a European cultural property, the restoration will interest all European citizens and that the means of financing and income will follow fructivly.  An other Europa park can only succeed on this basis.

11
WITH A DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION WILL BE HIGHLIGHTED THE WATCHWORDS
 never more destruction and hatred 

never more war inside the old continent.

No more Kulturkampf or contempt for other civilizations or  foreign states. 

Never more ruins for the education of people!
I hope I have aroused your benevolent attention here. Coucy the wonder is worth it.

I don't feel obligated to talk any longer and I'll be happy to answer any questions you have.

Please also believe in my total commitment to and alongside the European institutions.

you will find on the website or Ardocc: www.donjondecoucy.com all the additional explanations and even the text of the speech with a slide show.
I will only give my name . 
II am a descendant of an 18th century painter who pictured very intangible subjects such as the arts : music, dance, comedy, tragedy.
It was of  absolute no material value and yet, behind the works of all the great painters of these times, there are  incomparable meaning and beauty  that still astonish  all humanity.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear managing leaders and participants of this meeting,

Please, I wish to speak in front of you, for three reasons.

First of all;  to thank for registering the ARDOCC as a member organization. It is therefore a real joy and happiness for me to be there with you.

The second is to raise a question.

Europe is a meager corpus for the citizen; a common vernacular; the English language, a hymn of German origin. Isn't a more visible and stronger symbol missing? An Hardware  ?

The last reason is to be able to show you something rare and valuable. It came from a land called Europe at the very beginning of our civilization. it shows the most powerful monument on earth after the Great Wall of China and has the pleasure and joy of returning home to Czechia, his native country, after a long stay in exile and a journey of more than 1000 km.

I hope you can all see it from your places.

On the back, you will find two inscriptions:

Fabrication autrichienne  Austrian manufacturing,  ie made in Austria

and w&s which was the trademark of Wilhelm Schiller & Sohn, a famous potter located in Bodenbach today Decin, not far from here.

It is back home and carries you, on its front face, the Château de Coucy. Coucy also comes from where we are today together.

This is the only existing 3d image, unless some models . 

It was used to offer food to the greedy new generations.

Ardocc who wants its restoration or reconstruction asks for the same targets; give food to future generations in order to feed them so that they have more strength and confidence in the future around the common european  table .

Please believe in the total commitment  of Ardocc to and alongside the European institutions.
Ladies and gentlemen, dear defenders of the european heritage,

1
I do thank Europa Nostra for allowing me to present the dungeon of Coucy, as you can see it on the screen, which is the big brother ot the european parliament in Strasbourg, in shape and size .
2    But allow me first, as introduction, to present an object made near Prague at the beginning of the twentyth century. It has travelled more than thousand km to be back home in its native country

 It is an earthenware table dish representing  the famous medieval castle of Coucy , le  château de Coucy, made by the Wilhem Schiller und Sohn factory located in Bodenbach at the time and today Decin where Chopin composed a famous great waltz.

3

The earthenware representing Coucy-le-château is beautiful, both for its usefulness and for its its pictorial beauty . This is now the only 3D picture of the magnificent monument once known all over Europe . 

It testifies to the reputation of the Czech potter but also to the fame of Coucy until relatively recent times.
   Not surprisingly though, Coucy the wonder has amazed Europe for centuries.

 Third most visited monument in France with a direct railway line from Paris to Coucy, it was the largest and most imposing fortified castle in the world. 

To summurize my speech, I have parted it on three chapters 

4

     a) short page of history

 b) why the state of ruin must have an end

     c)  how Europa could clarify the future
 a)  A short page of history .

4
It is on its promontory that Clovis, coming from Xanten and areas of Belgium today, prepared the assault against the Romans and their legions cantoned in Soissons, the founding stage of the Frankish monarchy, it will also be the native country of the Carolingians, Charlemagne was born in Quierzy at the foot of Coucy and the Capetiens whose first king will be crowned in Noyon.

5

The founding family will ally with most  ruling lines of Europe and the coat of arms of Enguerrand VII even incorporates the red white red lines  of the austrian flag beside the Coucy coat of arms .

The sketch of the castle, in the middle, is the oldest known. It is due to the architect named du Cerceau (who lived in middle sixteen century). He has the honor of being for the Freemasons the first representative in modern times of the great architect of the Universe.

Next to it, more recently, the poster of the railway line which directly linked Paris to Coucy and made the castle the third most visited place in France after Mont Saint Michel and Versailles before the construction of the Eiffel Tower.
   Among other testimonies of the universal fame of Coucy:
6 The work of Barbara Tuchman, novelist and historian passionate about the First World War; The distant mirror which won the Pulitzer Prize in the United States.

The snapshot of the visit of William the second with Bodo Ebhardt.

The exhibition of the model of the castle at one fivteenth,  high as a two- storey building with very high attendance across Europe and even in the United States. This model has been made by a german Association  of Aachen, proof if any that the germans love the castle of Coucy 

Here is the most recent view of the sky.
7
    What you all should discover from the sky shoud be at least, minimum.

8

    How is it that the fivetyfour meter high and thirtyfour meter wide Dungeon is completely obscured and held under a monstrous pile of stones, arguably the biggest enigma of modern times.

9

10

   After many years of pressure on the French State, owner of the site, the Ministry of Culture has recognized that the reconstruction of the dungeon would be in architectural, heritage, historical and even diplomatic terms a project of undeniable interest and magnitude! 

11

See this letter on the screen dated 26 june 2019 . It had needed a century to get a written answer .
   However, nothing is done and our repeated requests to the highest levels of the  French State remain unanswered whether with the President of the Republic, the various departments of the Ministry of Culture, DRAC, Centre des Monuments Nationaux, prefecture. Immobilism is difficult to understand.
Our approach, which is written into our statutes, has been the following since one thousand nine hundred eighty seven:

12

     - Purpose of the Association.-*
"After more than fifty years of such a fruitful union between our two countries, which are the main pillars of a Europe in the making, the A.R.D.O.C.C asks that this pile of stones be finally cleared by preserving and classifying the many recoverable facing stones in view of a possible partial or total reconstruction and this so that this colossal Martyr Donjon, symbol of hatred since one thousand nine hundred eighteen, is highlighted and becomes the symbol of Franco-German, European and world reconciliation, since the conflict of fourteen- eighteen spawned two world wars."
  13

  14
    With success, the Ardocc had obtained, in one thousand nine hundred ninety one, the possibility of clearing the dungeon which showed that the master tower had been sheared above the entrance door, i-e three meter above ground level.

The state services immediately resealed and removed all traces of the resurrection.
   The Ardocc, which carries the voice of almost all the inhabitants of the neighborhood, was surprised by this determination to conceal which continues even after the centenary of the destruction and increases the colossal amount of losses in tourist income suffered for one hundred and now five years now by the neighbours!
Beyond these questions, the inhabitants note and fight recent projects of the french administration .

Three points are realy to fear.

15
The Ardocc must therefore tell you the risks for the site that these projects will entail European heritage and exercise a duty of alert here!
First the purpose to establish wind farms which will degrade the views from the remaining ramparts and crush the keep to be restored of fifty four meters high under masts and rotating propellers one hundred fifty meters tall and twenty five meters in diameter.

16

In the chapter of the abandonment by the Center of National Monuments of the architectural ensemble nevertheless registered in the national domain, we must also point out the accident which occurred to a young boy in the last summer who was injured on the debris of glass of projectors of the ramparts which are not maintained any more by the State. The Center des monuments nationaux argued that not

being at the origin of this lighting, it assumed no responsibility.

Last but not least, the French administration has without any consultation and right to do it, classified Coucy in september 2021, as belonging a new category: National domain .

What is the aim of this new concept ? . Very likely to solemnise an inconstruciblity . Europa must fear that the French Govenement will maintain the state of ruin and so confort the message of hate and Barbary against more than half the european population .
How to explain this situation and why Europe must remedy it?
From the beginning of the Association, its founder turned to the international: Germany, Austria, United States and had the written mark of the support of Otto of Habsburg from one thousand nine hundred ninety one.

17

   In two thousand four, a petition was presented to the European Parliament, registered and approved under number sixty seven/two thousand four
 18
    Following the two thousand twenty one European elections, considering that no progress seemed to have been made and that among all the leaders of candidate  movements, none had come forward in favor of maintaining the state of ruins, the same petition was represented. ; repeating word for word the first.

19

  The result  from this procedure was the invitation to Ardooc to join Europa Nostra .

Dear friends of Europa Nostra, our ambition is not to condemn Germany, Austria, or France for the events of one thousand nine hundred seventeen and for the century of immobility of the French State, the action of the Ardocc aims for peace, reconciliation, understanding and the good vision by future generations of past history and the future.
Unesco and the UNO have declared the restoration of monuments that are victims of wars compulsory.
The Ardocc therefore proposes to Europe to complete its common heritage which includes a common language borrowed from English, a common hymn borrowed from Germany with a monument symbol of peace and common construction.

b) Why the state of ruins  must have an end 

 The Ardocc over the years had to get involved in the search for the underlying causes of the maintenance of the state of ruins. It seems necessary to me to evoke here the possibilities of explanation of this situation but it is also necessary to argue that neither the Ardocc nor Europa Nostra can set itself up as judges and that is why we must all work to put an end to the message of hatred and the impunity of warmongers by bringing Europe to put an end to the symbol hidden by ruin but clear to all intelligences
The destruction of the castle by mining eighteen tons of cheddites took place on March twenty one thousand seventeen, a crucial date in this tragic conflict which absolutely marks the choice of the belligerent powers of total war.

Since the recent revelations of Zita of Habsbourg, we must exclude Austria-Hungary from the belligerents because the will for peace of its government was scrambled by internal dissensions but well existed.

In Germany even the sovereigns expressed dissenting voices to Hindenburg and Luddendorf on the opportunity of  the destruction.       

20

The link between the destruction and the secret diplomatic negociations is absolutely  obvious today.

   This destruction on the twentyth  march 1917 and the following days will symbolically announce the price of total war for the goods and the little people. Even today, this price is beyond comprehension.

21

The response to the destruction was the so-called Doumer decrees; for Doumer, then a senator from Aisne, sitting on the Senate Defense Council, was its direct inspiration and sponsor. He then became President of the Republic and, as result, his decisions became difficult to reject or  to throw away. The Ardocc also knows that a reconstruction would not be expensive and very far from the figures of the Center des Monuments Nationaux whose architects advocate reconstructions by anastyloses, which none of the modern countries consider appropriate for the destruction of war.  "The maintenance in ruins to show future generations the barbarism of the German people"; this official text is  unbearable today and consciously and unconsciously handicap any progress towards greater understanding and trust within French and foreign peoples. 

c) how Europa  can clarify the future

22
Therefore the Ardocc launches, in this forum, a vibrant appeal for the European Parliament and the European and Europa nostra bodies to invalidate the state of ruin officially and  rather quickly.

The peoples have never been properly consulted. They must obtain at least symbolic reparation and a clear message of reconciliation and collaboration.

23
If the heads of State of France and Germany refuse to do so, let the official institutions of Europe speak out.

Especially that Europa Nostra, expression of European civil society, contributes to it.
Can we forever maintain a message of hate, which the whole world condemns,
Ardocc , whatever the years passing by,  believe in the existence of solution  .
All members of Europe Nostra bear certainly the same conviction and hope    to be a tool for peace and reconciliation 

A good and easy solution could be this  one :
Let Europa nostra makes a purchase offer to France for the castle at a symbolic price as Alsace did for the Château du Haut koenigsburg.

The Germans and the French will thus emerge   from the nightmare created by the state of ruin following the message of hate 

If it is not a purchase, it can be an amphytheotic lease of 99 years, which is possible according to French and even international laws or a long term lease or a leasehold  . Many elegant solutions can be considered.

Any kind of ownership with or without   a formal title deed similarly !

There is no doubt that having become a European cultural property, the restoration will interest all European citizens and that the means of financing and income will follow fructivly. A new Europa park can only succeed  on this basis 
11
Most French people will be grateful to you and all Europeans will be able to believe in Europe, which will have made visible its desire for a common construction symbol of peace and understanding.
24
The Ardocc can only fight against the sluggishness of policies in this area. It is a difficult, bitter and long fight but it is, like that of the Europa Nostra federation, a noble fight, economically valid, humanly unifying and saving.

Many solutions exist at diplomatic and national levels, ranging from public and private funding.
    The French government must be forced to act on a diplomatic way and put an end to the state of ruin bearing the hatred message.
25

   The Ardocc and its supporters thank you in advance for your attention to our cause. It goes without saying that they will naturally support all the identical situations which may subsist in Europe following recent and old armed conflicts.
26
   Forecasters who imagine the near horizon announce the appearance of a new profession: the depolluters.... They do not yet include the depolluters of history who nevertheless need them. Europa Nostra, we all hope, has a major role to play in this future perspective.
 I  do thank you all for your attention and will be happy for answering any question .

Please believe too in my full commitment with and alongside the European institutions
27 Our address  https://www.donjondecoucy.com ARDOCC    29 rue du Bois l'Abbé 02700 Frieres-Faillouël
